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THE EDITOR: Unemploy-
ment Relief Programme (URF)
jobs were designed as a tem-
porary work for sur very poor
and underprivibeged, until they
could do better for themselves
and their families.

But, over the years. those in
charge of erealing URF crews
and collecting monies  with
which 1o pay URP workers,
pakd lintle to them and pocketed
the majority of the money for
themiselves,

The workers were bullied
and intimidated by internal
and external forces, and most
names on the roster were Bike
or -EJ'H'I.'H. workers, as the 'p-u£i
ticlans call them. These people
never came 1o work at all but
got pakd! Some of thelr relatives
studied in unlwmit:r' thanks to
this ghost emnployment.

s mot now that ghosts haunt
the URRE

Years ago, 1 was told by many
howsewives that their hoise-
mabds would come in late o
work daily as they first had
to go 1o the URP office every
morning 1o “sign in” and they
left their maid's job -.'.u'l:.' every
afternoon, 16 go in once again
at the URP office, to “sign ouat”
as having worked in the pro-
gramme that day.

But they never did a days
waork at URF, they collected the
URP salary though all the while,
mopping and deaning their le-
gitimate employer's house!

TT% children would have
grown up observing all this
deceit and frand and no doubt
their bad behaviour in schools
is probably a result of them wit-
nessing this dishonesty planned
andd formed i their own homes
and environment by their par-
enis amd adult friends,

PARICIA BELADES
Cocorite,
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HORSING AROUMD: & horse of Household Cavalry Mountod Rogimant makes a whiney at propa-
ratsone for the camags processon at Combermens Bamacks in Windsor, England on Septemebs 15,
shsad af the mane vitit of US President Donald Trumg, & poTo

Politicians
and photo ops

THE EDITOR: The people deserve min-
isters who focus on their work and not pod-
iticians who treat every sue as a photo op-
poriuniy

Senator Phillip Edward Abexander bs a ju-
mior minisier of hm.u.iug. Vet in recent days,
b has been busy hosting a flood meeting in
Goodwood Gardens, touring o wildilower
p:lrk with ihe agrb;ulhqu minister and st
ing about everyihing from gangs 1o imerna-
ticnal relations and the Monroe Doctrine,

The foodwaters didnt recede, but the
phtas came oul crisp,

It & hard to svoid the im.prq':ui.nn. that Al
exander is saill campaigning. He lost against
Snar Youmg in Port of Spain Norh/St
Anns West, bai hehaves Eke a aflf-xppm'nl-
ed shadow MPE, popping up in constituen.
cies he never won and declaring, “when
NG wins, ﬂw:mn:h'wmf

All this ssursd amd fury, while housing re-
mains stalled, families sgill ':-'.'.iling for allo-
calbons = as they have been lor years = prog-
ects dragging, cosis climbing,

Nobody expects miracles in a few months,
but we do expect a mindster 10 slay in his
lane. TT does mot need anather politician a
mindster of everything and masier of noth-
in

MICHAEL EDMUND DHANNY
Four

International Literacy Day:
Building equality through education

EACH year on Seplember 8, the world cel-
chrates International Literacy Day, a remind-
er that literacy s nvore than just reading and
writing, it is a foundation for dignity, oppor-
tunity, and inclusion.

Established by UMESCO in 1967, this day
highlights the impartance of literacy as a driver

bumman rights, social progress, and sustain-
ahle development.

For TT, liveracy has long been a point of pride.
Chur education systemn has produced scholars,
wrilers, sciendists, and I:'J.durhnd'gjcﬁal FEIETWTL,
Yet, even as we celebrae these achievements, we
must alsa confront the Inequalities that remadn,

Literzcy is not equally accessible toall, and for
somee groups, barriers to edscation continue o
limdi heetr hall participation in soclety.

The F.{|LL1.] II'rﬁmrhlnily Commission (ECCH
recognises that education is one of the four
broad areas covered under the Equal Opportu-
nity Act. alongside employment, the provision
of goods and services, and accommodation.
Discrimination in education, whether direct or
imdirect, has lifdong efiects.

When a child is dended acoess 1o quality ed-
ucation because of rece, rfli.gim, dizability, sex,
or any other protected ground, it is not enly that
child whea suffers. Our nation loses the potential
contributions they coubd bave made.

The Literacy and Equality Link

Intermatsonal Literacy Dy provides a chance
1o reflect on how ineguality and discrimination
affect I,urnlng ouicomes. For instance, <hil-
dren with disabilities may be excluded from
chssrooms i schools ek accessible faclities o
trained teachers,

Students from minority religious or ethnic
BrOAIps My face slereobyping or b-lull\_'iw; which
undermines their confidence and willingnes i
learn. Girls and women, while having made sig-

EQC

Equal Opportunity Commission

nificant progress in access o education, can still
be subject to societal pressures that affect their
ability to condinue schooling.

These are nod absiract issues. They alfect real
fnmilées, real fabares, and the overall develop
meenil of our natbone Lileracy s not jusq about
keaming to read. its sbowt having the tools to
participate fully in economic, social, and paliti
cal life. When barriers exist, they create cycles of
disadvantage that are hard o break

EOC Mandate in Action

The mandate of the EOC is clear: to-diminate
dizcriminztion and virte equality of oppaor-
wnity. In the area ilmmliuc;l, 'Ihis.u:-mnpf:i-
dressing situations where students are denied
fair treaiment becaase of their background or
persomal characieristics.

I also means raising awareness, through
warkshogs and public I.'LEII.IJ:iIJII. absaat the im-
porance of inclustve practices in schools and
keaming instituibons. We stress that inclasion is
nad jursl absout p!rg.':.iq.'a] actesd 10 ¢lssroomd, but
abount emsuring meaningfal participation in the
keaming process, This requires a cultural shifi,
where schools see diversity not as a burden, but
ama Mrcuph.

Mational Responsibility
The MNationz] Pl“ise of Trinigad and Tnl;ugn-

reminds us ab our duty to work together with
ouar “lellowmen of every creed and race, for the
grester happiness of all.”

This inchsdes ensuring that every child, re
gardless of background, has the epportunity 1o
learn and grow.

International Literacy Day is not just for gon-
crnments and educators: it is for all of us, Par-
ents, emplovers, community lesders, and civil
sociely each play a role in promsoting leracy
anwd lifelong learning,

Whether &5 reading to a child, mentoring a
student, or supporting programnses (hat bring
bnoks amd technodogy 1o underserved commu-

mities, small actions make a difference.

Looking

Ahead

As we ohserved Intemnational Liseracy Day. ket
us recommit 10 breaking down the barriers that
prevent poople from acoessing education. Our
ratbon cannod schieve its full pobemial if pans
of our pn[u.ﬂﬂinu. are left behind because of dis-
crimination or exclusion.

The BOC will continese to play s part by
im'fa.lisnins rnn!]'»lainl:. of discrimination in
education, promaling inclusive practices, and
providing free workshops that enspower organ-
isations bo creale Fairer sysbems. We believe that
equity, Bterscy and equality g hand in hand
Cine canesot {lourish without ihe other,

Let us celebrate our progress, acknowdedpe
oar challemges and 1ake concrele steps bo ensure
that every citizen of Trinidad and Tn!ugn has
the chance to learn, 1o grow, and to contribute,

Visit wwwequalopporiunitygoit, email us
w ;'omnmniu;mnu.ti-rm'.g,m'I|:. or call 1-868-
6720928 16 boak a free workshop for your ar-
ganisalion, repor discrimingiion or victimiza-
Lion, ar get support. You can alse follow us an
social media



